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Scholarship Winner Removed From Home as Toddler 
 
CEDARVILLE, OHIO -- This year, Cedarville University’s Foster Care Scholarship was awarded to 
freshman social work major Brandi Lucchetti, from Hudsonville, Michigan. 
  
Each year, Cedarville University grants a full-tuition scholarship to someone who has been a ward of the 
state. The Foster Care Scholarship began in 2013 when Cedarville President Dr. Thomas White wanted 
to answer the Lord’s call to care for orphans. To be eligible, a student must meet all admission 
requirements and complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). After reviewing the 
applications, White conducts a one-on-one interview with the student best suited for the scholarship. 
  
Lucchetti was removed from her single-parent home at 18-months-old after her mother was placed in 
jail. She was then adopted by her half-aunt and half-uncle. 
  
As a child, Lucchetti was introduced to Jesus through her grandparents, but she never decided to fully 
accept the Lord as her savior. During high school, Lucchetti ran from the Lord, turning to drugs and 
alcohol for support. She felt like she was turning into her mom. 
  
While attending Lake Ann Camp in Lake Ann, Michigan, Lucchetti stopped running. She ended the week 
crying at the altar. “I started understanding what Christianity actually was and started getting really 
excited about Jesus,” she said. 
  
Also at Lake Ann, Lucchetti heard about Cedarville for the first time. Lucchetti was unsure about coming 
to Cedarville until Dr. White told her that she had been awarded the scholarship. “I could feel God 
working through me saying that this is where I needed to be and this is where I needed to heal myself,” 
said Lucchetti. 
  
Lucchetti is studying social work with the hope of helping children who have been abused. “There are so 
many kids we don’t discover. It makes me really upset,” explained Lucchetti. “So, I want to help figure 
out who needs to get out of those situations like I did.” 
  
Located in southwest Ohio, Cedarville University is an accredited, Christ-centered, Baptist institution 
with an enrollment of 4,193 undergraduate, graduate and online students in more than 150 areas of 
study. Founded in 1887, Cedarville is recognized nationally for its authentic Christian community, 
rigorous academic programs, strong graduation and retention rates, accredited professional and health 
science offerings and leading student satisfaction ratings. For more information about the University, 
visit www.cedarville.edu. 
 
